
The Delta State University choral program has a long tradition of musical excellence and offers tremendous 
performance and educational opportunities to students from across campus. These include frequent national 
and international tours including the Southeast (2017), New York (2012), Austria and the Czech Republic (2010), 
Washington, DC (2008), and England (2006), as well as biennial tours of Mississippi and the surrounding 
region. Since 2004, the choirs have released five compact disc recordings and will release a sixth in 2017.
 
The Delta Chorale is the premier touring vocal ensemble at DSU. Comprised of approximately 40 mixed 
voices, it performs frequently both on- and off-campus. Its repertoire features high-quality choral music from 
diverse styles, musical eras, languages, and cultures. Chorale has performed by invitation at state and regional 
conferences of the Mississippi Music Educators Association and American Choral Directors Association.
 

Mission of the Delta Chorale
The Delta Chorale seeks to enrich the musical, educational, and cultural lives of our campus and our community 
through excellence in choral music performance. With diverse choral literature, we sing these truths:
• �When confronted by poverty, we sing that true wealth cannot be measured by dollars and cents.
• When confronted by need, we sing that music belongs to everyone.
• When confronted by racism, we sing that all people possess equal and inherent human worth.
• �When confronted by ignorance, we sing that artistic expression and opportunity lead to understanding.
• When confronted by strife, we sing that peace is the better way.
• When confronted by division, we sing and model unity in community despite our differences.

We are the Delta Chorale.

 

 

The Delta State University Choirs gratefully acknowledge the generosity of
MARGARET HEARD WALKER

in making possible their activities this year.
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W elcome to The Delta Chorale’s spring tour 
program, “Come, Sweet Peace.” This performance 
features a wide variety of choral repertoire—from 

the Baroque through pieces so new we learned them from 
the composers’ manuscripts, from the plains of Africa to 
the cottonfields of Mississippi. We are honored by your 
presence and excited to share our music with you!

Last spring, the Chorale officers and I sat down together 
to craft a new mission statement for this ensemble. It was 
important to us as a community of vocal musicians to 
acknowledge our context as inhabitants of the Mississippi 
Delta. But beyond acknowledging that context, we sought 
to respond to the social ills that surround us—to stop 
seeing them entirely in the negative and start embracing 
them as opportunities for service and change.

Among the goals we stated for ourselves were these: 
“When confronted by strife, we sing that peace is the 
better way. When confronted by division, we sing and 
model unity in community despite our differences.” Little 
did we know how important these goals would become in 
the year since we included them in our corporate mission. 
Little did we know how these goals would become 
personally relevant to each of us; little did we know how 
they would saturate our hearts and minds as we voiced 
our plea for peace into an increasingly strife- and division-
filled world.

We hope you will enjoy this music and that it will engage your emotions, intellect, and spirit as it has ours. 
Thank you again for being here.

Dr. Adam Potter
Conductor



2017 Chorale Tour Itinerary 

Welcome! 



Sweet Peace
 

Program 



Program



Notes, Texts & Translations

U 

T 

In this sinful world . . . We find peace! 



Notes, Texts & Translations

Lift up your heads . . . 

and be ye lift up! 



Notes, Texts & Translations

M 

Great was the company . . . 

 

Let us break their bonds . . . 

 

. . . shall all be made alive. 

When war shall cease, 

and on earth, peace . . . 



Notes, Texts & Translations

T

Calm fell. From heaven distilled a clemency; 

There was peace on earth . . . 



Notes, Texts & Translations

C 

Friendship, sweetest balm of life . . . 



Notes, Texts & Translations

T 

O 

W 

. . . the promise is not vain 

That morn shall tearless be. 



Notes, Texts & Translations

P 

The crippled can walk . . . 

The dumb are singin’ . . . 

The dead are dancin’ . . . 



Notes, Texts & Translations

W 

A 

EXCELLENCE IS AN ART WON BY TRAINING AND HABITUATION. WE DO NOT ACT RIGHTLY 

BECAUSE WE HAVE VIRTUE OR EXCELLENCE, BUT WE RATHER HAVE THOSE BECAUSE WE 

HAVE ACTED RIGHTLY. WE ARE WHAT WE REPEATEDLY DO. 

EXCELLENCE, THEN, IS NOT AN ACT BUT A HABIT. 

—Aristotle 



Notes, Texts & Translations

T

Lead me home . . . 

I believe when my life is over, 

I’m going home . . . 



Notes, Texts & Translations 

A 
Take me home to live . . . 

Call me up to heaven . . . 
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Delta State University

 100% undergraduate 

 Individual attention 

 Mentoring from your private teacher 

and from the Director of Choral 

Activities 

 Music education majors receive 

same lesson and performance 

opportunities as performance 

majors 

 Generous performance-based 

scholarships 

 Extensive ensemble, chamber, and 

solo opportunities 

 Rigorous and challenging 

coursework 

 Vocal coaching and work with 

professional collaborative pianist 

available to all students at no 

additional charge 

 Real-world teaching experiences 

before student teaching 

 Collegiate conducting experiences 

for senior music majors 

 Leading roles in opera and musical 

theatre program 

 One of the most affordable four-

year universities in the nation 

 Zero out-of-state tuition 

 Located in Cleveland, Mississippi, #2 

on Smithsonian Magazine’s “Best 

Small Towns” list 

 #DSUfamily 

 New music building opening in 2018! 

WHY STUDY VOCAL MUSIC 
@ DELTA STATE? 
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